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March  2014
Greetings to all TSDAV members and supporters . . .
You are no doubt gearing up for the National . . .
so to help you all with the Heritage Ball program   (7:30 - 11:30, Sunday 20th in the Coorong)
we are workshopping the WA Quadrilles & couples dance versions on 6th April @ the “11th Hour”.
We also have notations for all the dances on our TSDAV website. http://tsdav.vicnet.net.au/ 
YouTube videos of the WA dances have been filmed by Peter Ellis and his Bendigo club dancers,

And are accessible through the club’s website http://bendigobushdance.org.au/ OR http://www.youtube.com/user/MarySmith91/videos 
We look forward to dancing to the music of the “Wedderburn Charming Emus”, 

assisted by a ‘galaxy’ of guest callers.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Here is news of our Upcoming Events, 

NEWS Flash . . . 
  
Change of Date for Old Time Tea Dance
We are busy completing arrangements for this year’s Tea Dance, traditionally held in July.

Due to a clash for the Band, the Bendigo Club’s Birthday Dance, and a number of other clashes for alternative dates, we have shifted from July to 23rd August. We have secured the Gay Charmers, and our regular Hall in Melville Rd Brunswick West. 


Now we need to secure YOU for this very special event on the Melbourne Dance Calendar.
The Old Time Tea Dance IS UNIQUE in both format & content! - it both keeps up the traditional concept of the "Tea Dance", and with the Gay Charmers, provides us with the genuine music & dance repertoire characteristic of the dancing done here in the 19th Century.


The program will comprise a popular selection of Old Time couples dances and Quadrilles 
(with a compatible folk dance or two !)
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Dance Comp Update . . .
George Ansell reports that he has received 11 entries for this year's competition,

most of which have a connection with the WEST !   - THANK YOU !
And the entries appear to be evenly divided between the 2 categories.

As we only have a 90 minute time slot at the National Festival, 

the number of entries will need to be 'short listed' prior to judging.

We wish all competitors 'good luck', and hope that many of you will be on hand 

for what has become a regular event at the National.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
VALE Fay McAlinden


It is with much sadness that we mark the passing of our esteemed colleague Fay McAlinden last December. Fay had a lifetime involvement with dance, primarily Irish, both in Geelong and Port Fairy.
She was a founding member of the TSDAV, along with Bruce McClure, Norm Ellis, and the late Shirley Andrews. Bruce and Norm were in attendance at Fay’s funeral.   - see also Andrew’s tribute.
“Your life has been your greatest gift: a gift to treasure and hold in our hearts forever.”
VALE: Fay McAlinden 



It is with a sad heart that I advise that Fay has lost her long battle with cancer.


Last year Fay was awarded a TSDAV life membership for her lifetime of efforts as a dance teacher and promoter of traditional dance, song, music and culture. Not only was she a renowned Irish dance teacher and caller, running many dance classes in western Victoria, but she and her husband Morgan, were movers behind many festivals/workshop weekends, big and small. Whether it be the Irish breakfast at Fiddlers Green, a ceili; a little dance class in a kitchen somewhere, it was always fun, authentic and well organised. 


Not only did she and Morgan and their family love their dancing, they loved the people with whom they so freely shared it. We will miss her knowledge and skill as a teacher, but also her wry sense of humour; and the smile, when we finally got it right. We’ll miss her dearly, but we must carry on her good work, so that the dance and culture she loved will continue to flourish.



Andrew Morris 11/12/13

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
and a report from the Hokitika Contra Weekend . . .

THE BIGGEST CONTRADANCE EVENT EVER TO HIT THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE: HOKITIKA


< As advised in supplement to Contradition News Jan 2012, about 30 American Contra musicians, callers, dancers, plus umpteen New Zealanders and three Australians will be involved this weekend in Contradancing at Hokitika, West Coast, South Island, New Zealand. This truly is the biggest Contradance event ever to happen in the Southern Hemisphere to date. I have been having dreams about it since I heard of it, and will faithfully document all THREE Contradances I am attending during the weekend (plus workshops). GK >

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hokitika, NZ Contra Dance Weekend (Feb ‘14) by Kathy Ward


Apparently, this was the 7th tour of this nature and once again, a success.  

Every two years a group of American Contra dancers, callers and musicians, tour NZ and bring with them, the joy of Contra dancing.  This time, in February, they met up with like-minded people from Hoki, Weymouth, Auckland and Wellington, as well as one couple from the UK and 6 Intrepid travellers/dancers from Australia (Kathy, Coral and Gary from Melbourne, and Chery (originally from Hoki), Annette and Linda, from Canberra).   Gary King was the only one from our group, who had been there before. 


We from Australia, arrived prior to the event and did some tourist visiting of Christchurch (the Qake City exhibition -VERY interesting) then either by hire car, bus or plane, arrived in Hokitika (~3 hours’ drive from Chch).   
In my case, having been a YHA member since I was 17, and my first youth hostel stay being at the CH hostel, I was able to stay there again! - though very much older and more wrinkled, now!  

The weather was beautiful and on the last day, the cloud cover cleared enough for us to see the snow-capped mountains nearby.  The dancing venue is very close to the seaside, and used to be a mental institution (no, that Is NOT representative of the current clientele!).


There was a welcoming Friday night dance; workshops on Saturday with more dances on Saturday night and Sunday morning (including a one-hour waltz segment).   Having danced quite a lot, I must say that I have never come across a more welcoming group of dancers.  As single women (primarily) coming from Australia, we were constantly asked to dance and it was dancing hard and fast.  We learned some new moves and discovered different etiquette.  eg, for us, it is the women who determine whether they want to twirl or not, whereas in the States, it is the men who decide!

The trip itself was REALLY WORTH THE EFFORT, and not expensive.   A return airfare Melb-CH-Hoki-CH-Melb was approx $430, and Seaview Lodge where most of us stayed, only about $35 pp, and had cooking facilities!  
The dancing venue was only a very short walk away, and the hostess of Seaview, Christine, was very helpful. 
The weekend registration, itself, only cost $20!  There is more about it on the Contradition Facebook page.  

Liz and Bill, the local NZ hosts, had this to say...

The contra summer events were a success. Our dance last month with the visiting tour had 97 dancers. 
The Hokitika weekend had contra concentrated into 3 days - participants from the tour, Aussies, UK, and kiwis from CHCH, Wellington, Dunedin, and the west coast. The opinion of many on the tour was that we have the strongest contra community in NZ! A lovely mix of people of all ages, with a great spirit. Good job all!
Thanks Kathy for this report.

And remember OUR local Contra dance at Northcote is on the last Sunday of the month.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Your Committee is . . . 

President   Bruce McClure  8774 7490   

Secretary   Heather Larsen  9808 4869

Treasurer   Norm Ellis  9888 5332 

Marion Stabb (Portarlington w/e)  9439 7100
George Ansell (Dance Comp.)  9890 5650



Margaret Monkhouse (VP)
Judith Baillie

Kathy Cox

For Your Diary –
 “Dancing at The Eleventh Hour”

an occasional series of Dance Workshops

We meet at :
The Eleventh Hour Theatre Hall, cnr Gore & Leicester Sts, Fitzroy.
2pm – 5 pm
  
(just South-West of the Smith St. & Alexandra Pde. (Eastern Fwy) intersection.)
6th April ~ WA versions of Quadrilles & Couples dances on the NFF Heritage Ball program.

4th May ~ the “Best Of” from this year’s Dance Competition entries.

1st June ~ “Dancing the Hexagon” - 6 couple dances in a novel formation.

All dancers are welcome



Inquiries: Norm Ellis   9888 5332. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Easter
(17-21 April)
TSDAV’s Dance Composers Competition
Will once again be judged at the National Folk Festival, Canberra

23rd August
Old Time Tea Dance 

with the Gay Charmers
  4.30-9.30 pm
- 7 Melville rd. Brunswick West -
6th September 
Wattle Day - ”Day of Dance”
at East Ringwood Community Hall, Knaith Rd.
(in conjunction with the VFMC’s 1st Sat Dance)
7 - 9th Nov
Spring Dance Weekend – Portarlington
6 dance workshops, 1 music workshop,

with Interstate & Melbourne teachers,

Fri night dance, Sat night Social, Sun aft’n farewell
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Dancing Events of interest . . .
Melbourne Claddagh Dancers is hosting an afternoon of Irish set dancing with energetic live music provided by the fabulous Melbourne Ceili Band.  Everyone welcome.  Whether you’re a novice or an expert, there will be a caller on hand to guide you through the sets.

2pm - 5pm, Sunday 30th March

Where: Evans Hall, St George's Anglican Church, Warncliffe Rd, East Ivanhoe

Cost: $10 – includes afternoon tea

Enquiries:  Kirsty Greenwood 0434 354 948 or Rod Mattingley  03 9497 1793

Have your Irish Dance head ready for the National folk Festival in less than a month.

The Program for the afternoon is as follows:

The Mazurka Set / The Southern Cross Set / The Monaghan Set / The Tournafulla Set / Break / 
The Marino Waltz (demonstrated) / The Antrim Square Set / The Clare Lancers  / The Ballyvourney Jig Set 
(The sets will be called with the exception of the Ballyvourney, and there will be brief reminder of distinctive features of figures where required.)
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~claddagh/
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Contradition’s regular Contra Dance in Northcote,

on the last Sunday of the month. 
7:30 – 10:15pm

Sunday 30th March, with the High Times String Band 

@ Uniting Church Hall, 251 High St. Northcote.
- no partner needed, and all dances taught & called as required !

www.facebook.com/Contradition
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
VFMC’s Ringwood ‘1st Saturday’ Bush Dance 
5th April. with Delia’s Friends
Expect a night of dancing with an English flavour !
East Ringwood Elderly Citizens Hall, Laurence Grove, East Ringwood

www.vfmc.org.au
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
BARN DANCES FROM AROUND THE WORLD ~ Slow Waltz to Energetic Contras 

 MAGGIE DUNCAN with the SPRINGDALE OPEN DANCE BAND  

SATURDAY 12th APRIL   7.30pm - 11.00pm 

FAMILY $25.00 ADULTS $10.00 STUDENTS $5.00 ~ Bring a Plate of Supper to Share

 SpringDale Hall   17-21 High St Drysdale

 Map: 456 Ref: J11 ~ ph: Dennis Jones 5253 1960

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Advance Notice - 
VFMC - May 24 2014 - The Woolshed Ball - with the ‘Emu Creek Bush Band’.
“Our Woolshed Balls feature live bands and carefully planned dance programmes, providing a major social event. Colonial dress is encouraged to make these evenings special”. $25 adults, members $20. 
8pm to 12:30am ~ St David’s Uniting Church Hall, cnr Mont Albert & Burke Rds, Canterbury.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
In 2014 the theme for the Colonial Dancers’ Winter Ball in June will be The Three Musketeers, 

and will be held on Sat. 28th June.
At the ‘Spring into Summer’ Ball in November, there will be 40th Anniversary celebrations, 
where former members are invited to come back to make it a good reunion.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Comhalthas Melbourne will again be hosting The Irish Set Dance Weekend on the 15, 16, & 17th August and have invited Mary Clancy and daughter Kate as “Feature Teachers’ for the great weekend. 

Mary and Kate taught at the 2013 Willie Clancy, Summer School and their workshops were possibly the best attended for the week, attracting 10 sets each day. 

Full details will be distributed soon, so mark the dates in your diaries ~ a weekend too good to miss.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
19th Annual Dinki Di Old Time Ball

In 2014, the Ball will be held on 20 September 

7pm till late at Eaglehawk Town Hall (aka Star Cinema), Bendigo
&

Bush Dance & Music Club of Bendigo
hold a regular dance, generally on the 3rd Sat. of the month, at
Bendigo East Progress Hall 8pm.   Band: Emu Creek Bush Band.
Further details: Mary Smith 0354421153 or secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au
http://bendigobushdance.org.au
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Regular Classes -
English Country Dancing : “from Playford to the present”
1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Tuesdays,    8 - 10pm

@ Bennettswood Neighbourhood House, 7 Greenwood St, Burwood

for more info, contact George Ansell, 9890 5650 or george.ansell@bigpond.com
The Melbourne Colonial Dancers, at Ashburton
3rd Thursday, 7:30 - 10 pm Ashburton Uniting Church Hall, Ashburn Grove, Ashburton.

Melbourne Colonial Dancers - Social Dance Classes

every Wednesday,   8 - 10pm   Collingwood Senior Citizens Hall, Eddy Crt, Abbotsford.

www.melbournecolonialdancers.org.au
Welsh Dance Classes 

3rd Sunday of the month, except April, 2 - 4:30pm

Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills.

for more info, contact Ian, 9878 2414
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